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Salt Shaker, top, and Swing

Landscape on & background of

Hot Sl Szape, all primted cotton-lnen
Elsrds from the Afrl@n oolkection.

From ladt, Lao, Raf, ard Cion,
wovan fiz-and-silk Elands
Trom tha Turils Shall collection.

h=|:4n. ed by the :.rt af
Padro Frisdek-arg.

A pattern of pink, mint green, blue_and white
squares called Hopscotch: wavy purple and
lilac-gray stripes ecked withwhite sireaks;
a pink-cn-paler-pink design that looks like
an echocardiogram and is poetically named
Rosée du Matin—these are some of the
gorgeous silk, linen, and cotton fabrics by
Tennifer shorto, 2 French-American textile
degigner who grew up in Brusseals, attended
boarding school in England, studied arthis-
tory at the Louvre in Paris, and has lived in
London, Brazil, and kMexico.

All of thoss influences are vizible in the
work of Shorto, who is petite, dark-haired,
and effortlessly chic, even on an ordinary
working day in her showroom in south Lon-
don. Her passion for fabrics, she explains,
started at just 16 after meesting her future

Shea Tree, &
tussabe-silk prink

fennifer Shorto looks to sources as varied as tribal maotifs and
% entomology to create her vividly patterned fabrics and papers

husband. “His house had been designed by
Geotfrey Bennison, and it was full of the
most beautiful fabrice. I found a piece of
an 1Eth-century suzani at the back of a cup-
board, and that was ic.®

Throughout her studies and after gatting
married and having two children, shorto
oollected fabrics from all over the world. <1
would goto anctions and bid on things, and
it wasn't expensive " she says. T was—Istill
am—a bit of a fabric hoarder™

The hoarding paid off in 2008, when she
impulgively told a mag az ine editor that she
W going to start a fabric collection. *T had
thase wond erful fabrics from Bondoukou in
the Ivory Coast, and I was inspired by them
to create my own. The aditor immediataly
said she would doashoot, s0 1 had to pullup
miy socks and Aind an Italian manufacturer
o make them.”

shorno began with seven patterns infu-
enced by the african cloths, and when they
were immediately successful, she went on
to create further collections that drew from
Higerian rough silks (*They sound like
paper,” she saye dreamily) and Japaness,
Eorean, and Mexican textiles and imagary.
Racently, she started a wallpaper collec-
tion; her sacond series, just out, celebrates
her love of entomology, with bugs portrayed
“likea little Fabergé objects™

“bdy Fabrics are a mixturs of the extremely
stark and the very lhuxuricus and always
absiract” shorto says. “Bui the wallpapers
are like set design. I want you to feel like
you are traveling in three dimensions, in all
directions™ ROSLYM SULCAS

FOIET 1M T S0 IS A FARRIC S PARA L A OOCTS TUE O3 CF ORI TAILS S EE FE SCURTES



